Wandering spleen: a rare cause of mesenteroaxial gastric volvulus.
Gastric volvulus is a rare cause of acute abdomen in children. Usually it is associated with defects such as diaphragmatic hernia, hiatal hernia, eventration, and paralysis of the diaphragm. We report an extremely rare case presenting with acute intractable vomiting and abdominal distention. Passage of a nasogastric tube relieved the symptoms. A history of the ingestion of a large bolus of chewing gum and a suboptimal contrast study were misleading, and there was a delay in diagnosis of 3 days. Later, repeat upper GI fluoroscopy with contrast medium identified mesenteroaxial volvulus of the stomach. Exploratory laparotomy additionally revealed a wandering spleen. Derotation of the stomach with anterior gastropexy was performed. To our knowledge, wandering spleen in association with gastric volvulus has been mentioned only three times before in the literature.